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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 3-12, 14-23 and 25-32 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 1, 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Erekson (U.S. Patent Number 6,622,018 B1) in view of Leon (U.S. Patent Number 
6,680,923 B1). 

Regarding claim 1, Erekson discloses a method for extending a capability of a portable 
computer system (PCS, 100), which reads on claimed "handheld device," capable of 
independent operation, the method comprising: 

• detecting a remote device (RD, 610, 620, 630), which reads on claimed "helper 

device," , see FIGURE 6, that provides a resource, i.e. television, stereo, etc. 

See column 1 lines 25-30; 
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• said PCS (100) requesting access to the selected resource from said RD (610, 
620, 630). See column 8 lines 50-55; 

• transferring data to said RD (610, 620, 630) from said PCS (100) in accordance 
with said RD (610, 620, 630) if the said PCS (100) grants access to the selected 
resource. See column 9 lines 25-40 and column 10 lines 1-10; 

• using the selected resource to process the transferred data (see column 2 lines 
31-40) transferred from the said PCS to the said RD; 

o wherein the resource is not adequately provided by the independent 
operation of said PCS (100). See column 2 lines 17-31, and 
However, Erekson fails to clearly support wherein if the remote device (RD, 610, 620, 
630) denies access to the resource, detecting another remote device (RD, 610, 620, 
630) that provides the resource. 

Leon teaches of a system for establishing communication with different wireless 
devices in order to provide communication with the internet. Leon discloses in column 7 
lines 42-67 and column 8 lines 1-22 wherein if access is denied, by not being 
compatible, then the system will continue to search for a device that is compatible and 
capable to providing a resource. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Erekson (U.S. Patent Number 6,622,01 8 B1 ) to include 
Leon (U.S. Patent Number 6,680,923 B1) in order to search for another compatible 
device capable of providing a resource when the resources are denied at a first device. 
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Regarding claim 3, as the combination of Erekson and Leon are made, the combination 
according to claim 1, Erekson further discloses a method for extending one or more 
capabilities of a PCS (100) comprising: 

• wherein using the resource to process the data transferred from the said PCS 
(100) is controlled by said PCS (100). See column 8 lines 58-64. 

Regarding claim 4, as the combination of Erekson and Leon are made, the combination 
according to claim 1, Erekson further discloses a method comprising: 

• sending characterization information, which reads on claimed "interface 
description," to said PCS (100), to the said RD. See column 8 lines 50-60; 

• said PCS (100) constructing and displaying an icon, which reads on claimed 
"control interface," from said interface description. See column 9 lines 10-24; 

• transferring user interaction with said control interface to said RD (610, 620, 
630). See column 8 lines 56-64 and column 9 lines 25-40, and 

• interpreting the user interaction based on said selected resource. See column 9 
lines 34-40; 

o wherein said PCS (100) operating said RD (610, 620, 630) based on said 

i.e. use of the stylus (column 2 lines 32-36), and 
o whereby new resources can be added or existing resources can be 

modified without requiring modifications on said RD (610, 620, 630). See 

column 1 0 lines 48-64 and column 1 1 lines 33-49. 
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Regarding claim 5, as the combination of Erekson and Leon are made, the combination 
according to claim 1, Erekson further discloses in a Link Management Protocol (LMP) 
utilized to report information, as disclosed in column 7 lines 56-63. Said information is 
used by the said PCS (100) to execute a command, i.e. on/off, of the said remote 
device. 

2. Claims 22-23 and 25-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ohta (U.S. Publication Number 2001/0029531 A1) in view of Leon 
(U.S. Patent Number 6,680,923 B1). 

Regarding claim 22, Ohta discloses a system for extending one or more capabilities of 
a portable digital device (11), comprising: 

• a client device (14)i.e. computer/workstation or PDA, which reads on claimed 
"first means," for accessing at least one resource. See paragraph [0037]; 

• a print server (13) in conjunction with a print stations (12a, 12b, 12c), which 
reads on claimed "second means," for controlling access to said at least one 
resource. See paragraph [0037]; 

• an access point (16), which reads on claimed "third means," for communicating 
between said print stations (12a, 12b, 12c) and said print server (13). See 
paragraph [0037]; 
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o wherein said client device (14) uses said access point (16) to determine 
whether said print server (13) in conjunction with a print stations (12a, 
1 2b, 1 2c), is capable of providing a selected one of said at least one 
resource to said client device (14). See paragraph [0055-0056]; 
o wherein said client device (14) uses said access point (16) to request said 
selected resource from said print server (13) in conjunction with a print 
stations (12a, 12b, 12c)(see paragraph [0037]), said print server (13) in 
conjunction with a print stations (12a, 12b, 12c), queuing the request if 
said selected resource is temporarily unavailable. See paragraph [0037]; 
■ when said selected resource becomes available to said print server 
(13) in conjunction with a print stations (12a, 12b, 12c), said print 
server (13) in conjunction with print stations (12a, 12b, 12c), grants 
said client device (14) access to said selected resource, and any 
other queued requests for said selected resource from said client 
device (14) are ignored. See paragraphs [0037-0038]; 
o wherein said client device (14) uses said access point (16) to transfer data 
to said print server (13) in conjunction with a print stations (12a, 12b, 12c) 
in accordance with said print server (13) in conjunction with a print stations 
(12a, 12b, 12c) granting said client device (14) access to said selected 
resource. See paragraph [0037]; 
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o wherein said print server (13) in conjunction with a print stations (12a, 12b, 
12c) uses said selected resource to process said data. See paragraph 
[0037]; 

o wherein said client device (14) is mobile and capable of independent 
operation. See paragraph [0003]; 

o wherein said selected resource is not adequately provided by said 

independent operation of said client device (14), and whereby said one or 
more capabilities of said client device (14) is extended through the 
operation of the selected resource of said print server (13) in conjunction 
with a print stations (12a, 12b, 12c). See paragraph [0040]. 

• wherein said RD (610, 620, 630) sending characterization information, which 
reads on claimed "interface description," to said PCS (100). See column 8 lines 
50-60; 

• wherein said PCS (100) constructing and displaying an icon, which reads on 
claimed "control interface," from said interface description. See column 9 lines 
10-24; 

• wherein said RD (610, 620, 630) interpreting the user interaction based on said 
selected resource. See column 9 lines 34-40; 

• wherein said PCS (100) transferring a processed user interaction with said 
control interface to said RD (610, 620, 630). See column 8 lines 56-64 and 
column 9 lines 25-40, and 9. 
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o wherein said PCS (100) operating said RD (610, 620, 630) based on said 

i.e. use of the stylus (column 2 lines 32-36), and 
o whereby new resources can be added or existing resources can be 
modified without requiring modifications on said RD (610, 620, 630). See 
column 1 0 lines 48-64 and column 1 1 lines 33-49. 
However, Ohta fails to clearly support wherein if the remote device (RD, 610, 620, 630) 
denies access to the resource, detecting another remote device (RD, 610, 620, 630) 
that provides the resource. 

Leon teaches of a system for establishing communication with different wireless 
devices in order to provide communication with the internet. Leon discloses in column 7 
lines 42-67 and column 8 lines 1-22 wherein if access is denied, by not being 
compatible, then the system will continue to search for a device that is compatible and 
capable to providing a resource. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Ohta to include Leon (U.S. Patent Number 6,680,923 
B1 ) in order to search for another compatible device capable of providing a resource 
when the resources are denied at a first device. 

Regarding claim 23, as the combination of Ohta and Leon are made, the combination 
according to claim 22, Ohta further discloses wherein the operation of said resource on 
said data is controlled by said client device (14) using said access point (16). See 
paragraphs [0037 and 0052] 
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Regarding claim 25, as the combination of Ohta and Leon are made, the combination 
according to claim 22, Ohta further discloses in paragraphs [0037,0051,0066] wherein, 
said information is specified in a printer driver/description language (PDL), which reads 
on claimed "markup language." 

Regarding claim 26, as the combination of Ohta and Leon are made, the combination 
according to claim 22, Ohta further discloses in paragraphs [0039] wherein the request 
for said resource includes capability information associated with said client device (14), 
and wherein said capability information is used by said print server (13) in conjunction 
with a print stations (12a, 12b, 12c)to determine the appropriate interface description to 
send to said client device (14). 

Regarding claim 27, as the combination of Ohta and Leon are made, the combination 
according to claim 22, Ohta further discloses in paragraphs [0044-0047] wherein the 
request for said resource from said client device (14) includes the type of data to be 
transferred and the size of said data. 

Regarding claims 28 and 29, as the combination of Ohta and Leon are made, the 
combination according to claim 22, further disclosed by Ohta wherein said data 
transferred from said consists of a URL. See paragraph [0041]. 
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Regarding claims 30 and 31, as the combination of Ohta and Leon are made, the 
combination according to claim 22, further disclosed by Ohta wherein a client device 
(14), i.e. computer/work station, which reads on claimed "client," is used for 
communication. The said client device (14) being activated on demand, which reads on 
claimed "daemon," when a user interacts with the said device. See paragraph [0037]. 

3. Claims 6-8, 10-12, 14-15 and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as 
being unpatentable over Erekson (U.S. Patent Number 6,622,018 B1) in view of Ohta 
(U.S. Publication Number 2001/0029531 A1 ) in further view of Leon (U.S. Patent 
Number 6,680,923 B1). 

Regarding claims 6 and 11, Erekson discloses a method for extending a capability of a 
portable computer system (PCS, 100), which reads on claimed "handheld device," 
capable of independent operation, the method comprising: 

• detecting a plurality of remote device (RD, 61 0, 620, 630) (column 2 lines 9-1 1 ), 
which reads on claimed "helper device," see FIGURE 6, that provides at least 
one resource, i.e. television, stereo, etc. See column 1 lines 25-30 and 
controlling access to the resource;; 

• determining the RD (610, 620, 630) the provides a first resource needed to 
extend the capability of the said PCS (100), i.e. on/off, to the selected resource. 
See column 8 lines 33-64; 
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• said PCS (1 00) issuing a request for access to the selected first resource to each 
of the said RD (610, 620, 630). See column 8 lines 50-55; 

• transferring data to the first said RD (61 0, 620, 630) from said PCS (1 00) in 
accordance with said RD (610, 620, 630) granting said PCS (100) access to the 
selected resource. See column 9 lines 25-40 and column 10 lines 1-10; 

• said RD (610, 620, 630) using the selected resource to process the transferred 
data(see column 2 lines 31-40) transferred from the said PCS (100); 

o wherein the selected resource is not adequately provided by said 

independent operation of said PCS (100). See column 2 lines 17-31, and 

o whereby said one or more capabilities, i.e. use of the stylus (column 2 
lines 32-36) of said PCS (100) are extended through the operation of the 
selected resource of said RD (610, 620, 630). See column 2 lines 41-50. 

• said RD (610, 620, 630) sending characterization information, which reads on 
claimed "interface description," to said PCS (100). See column 8 lines 50-60; 

• said PCS (100) constructing and displaying an icon, which reads on claimed 
"control interface," from said interface description. See column 9 lines 10-24; 

• said RD (610, 620, 630) interpreting the user interaction based on said selected 
resource. See column 9 lines 34-40; 

• said PCS (100) transferring a processed user interaction with said control 
interface to said RD (610, 620, 630). See column 8 lines 56-64 and column 9 
lines 25-40, and 9. 



Application/Control Number: 09/986,698 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2617 

o wherein said PCS (100) operating said RD (610, 620, 630) based on said 

i.e. use of the stylus (column 2 lines 32-36), and 
o whereby new resources can be added or existing resources can be 
modified without requiring modifications on said RD (610, 620, 630). See 
column 1 0 lines 48-64 and column 1 1 lines 33-49. 
However, Erekson fails to disclose wherein when the selected resource becomes 
available to one of said RD (610, 620, 630) having queued the request, said one of said 
RD (610, 620, 630) granting said PCS (100) access to said resource and ignoring all 
queued requests for said resource in other said RD (610, 620, 630) having queued the 
request; additionally, wherein all requests for the selected resource, in other helper 
devices having queued the request from said handheld device, are ignored. 

Ohta teaches of a system where a request is sent to a set of printers, which 
reads on claimed "helper devices," which is controlled by a printer server. When the 
selected printer becomes available to the said printer server, request is fulfilled. 
Therefore, ignoring the previously transmitted requests to the other said printers; thus 
ignoring the queued requests. See paragraph [0076]. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Erekson (U.S. Patent Number 6,622,01 8 B1 ) to include 
Ohta (U.S. Publication Number 2001/0029531 A1) in order to eliminate excess storage 
of queued information that is to be processed by a said remote device when the said 
device becomes available. 
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However, the combination of Erekson and Ohta fails to clearly render sufficient 
support as to if a communication between the handheld device and the first helper 
device is broken before the handheld device has completed use of the first resource, 
detecting another helper device providing the first resource. 

Leon teaches in column 8 lines 18-22 wherein if the connection is lost, the auto 
scanning is returned and to continuously search for another computer or facility capable 
of offering a resource. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the combination of Erekson (U.S. Patent Number 
6,622,018 B1) and Ohta (U.S. Publication Number 2001/0029531 A1) to include Leon 
(U.S. Patent Number 6,680,923 B1 ) in order to search for another compatible device 
capable of providing a resource when the connection of the devices are lost. 

Regarding claim 7, as the combination of Erekson, Ohta and Leon are made, the 
combination according to claim 6, Ohta continues to further disclose in paragraph 
[0076] wherein the communication between said PCS (100) and first said RD (610, 620, 
630) of step (e) is broken before said PCS (100) has completed use of the first selected 
resource, returning to step (a), which is detecting another said RD providing the said 
first resource. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify combination of Erekson (U.S. Patent Number 
6,622,018 B1) and Ohta (U.S. Publication Number 2001/0029531 A1) to include Leon 
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(U.S. Patent Number 6,680,923 B1 ) in order to retransmit a request when it is 
determined that a failure occurred prior to the completion of the request. This function 
is applicable to assure the said request is granted and the process complete, regardless 
of errors that may occur. 

Regarding claims 8 and 12, as the combination of Erekson, Ohta and Leon are made, 
the combination according to claims 6, 11, Erekson further discloses a method for 
extending one or more capabilities of a PCS (100) comprising: 

• controlling the processing of the data, transferred from the said PCS (1 00) to the 
said first RD by the said PCS (100). See column 8 lines 58-64. 

Regarding claims 10 and 21, as the combination of Erekson, Ohta and Leon are 
made, the combination according to claim 6 and 11, Erekson further teaches of a Link 
Management Protocol (LMP) utilized to report information, as disclosed in column 7 
lines 56-63. Said information is used by the said PCS (100) to execute a command, i.e. 
on/off, of the said remote device. 

Regarding claim 14, as the combination of Erekson, Ohta and Leon are made, the 
combination according to claim 11, further discloses by Ohta in paragraphs 
[0037,0051,0066] wherein, said information is specified in a printer driver/description 
language (PDL), which reads on claimed "markup language." 
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Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify combination of Erekson (U.S. Patent Number 
6,622,018 B1) and Ohta (U.S. Publication Number 2001/0029531 A1) to include Leon 
(U.S. Patent Number 6,680,923 B1 ) in order to provide a means of sending information 
to a said helper device via a language capable of being traversed over the Internet. 

Regarding claim 15, as the combination of Erekson, Ohta and Leon are made, the 
combination according to claim 11, further disclosed by Ohta in paragraph [0046], of a 
disk unit (24), which reads on claimed "storage device," for storing application 
information, which reads on claimed "service information." 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify combination of Erekson (U.S. Patent Number 
6,622,018 B1) and Ohta (U.S. Publication Number 2001/0029531 A1) to include Leon 
(U.S. Patent Number 6,680,923 B1) in order to provide a means for storing program 
information utilized to communicate with the said remote devices. 

Regarding claims 17 and 18, as the combination of Erekson, Ohta and Leon are 
made, the combination according to claim 11, further disclosed by Ohta wherein said 
data transferred from said consists of a URL. See paragraph [0041]. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combination of Erekson (U.S. Patent Number 6,622,01 8 B1 ) 
and Ohta (U.S. Publication Number 2001/0029531 A1) to include Leon (U.S. Patent 
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Number 6,680,923 B1 ) in order to for the said PCS to have the capability to 
communicate to a said remote device over the internet via a URL. 

Regarding claims 19 and 20, as the combination of Erekson, Ohta and Leon are 
made, the combination according to claim 11, further disclosed by Ohta wherein a client 
device (14), i.e. computer/work station, which reads on claimed "client," is used for 
communication. The said client device (14) being activated on demand, which reads on 
claimed "daemon," when a user interacts with the said device. See paragraph [0037]. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify combination of Erekson (U.S. Patent Number 
6,622,018 B1) and Ohta (U.S. Publication Number 2001/0029531 A1) to include Leon 
(U.S. Patent Number 6,680,923 B1) in order to provide a static means of establishing 
communication with a said remote device via a wired network. 

4. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of Erekson (U.S. Patent Number 6,622,018 B1, Ohta (U.S. Publication 
Number 2001/0029531 A1 ) and Leon (U.S. Patent Number 6,680,923 B1 ) to further 
include Mitchell etal. (U.S. Publication Number 2002/0184496 A1). 

Regarding claim 16, as the combination of Erekson, Ohta and Leon are made, the 
combination according to claim 11, fails to disclose a system comprising an access 
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database for storing authentication data wherein the control of the said remote device is 
based on the authentication information. 

Mitchell et al discloses in paragraphs [0074 and 0076], of an authentication 
database containing the profile information of a user. Access is granted to a said device 
based on the information stored in the said authentication database. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the combination of Erekson, Ohta and Leon to further 
include Mitchell etal. (U.S. Publication Number 2002/0184496 A1) in order to provide a 
means of security to limit access of a said PCS (100). Additionally, granting permission 
to access a said remote device by analyzing the authentication profile stored in the 
authentication database. 

5. Claim 32 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ohta 
(U.S. Publication Number 2001/0029531 A1) and Leon (U.S. Patent Number 6,680,923 
B1 ) in view of Erekson (U.S. Patent Number 6,622,01 8 B1 ). 

Regarding claim 32, as the combination of Ohta and Leon are made, the combination 
according to claim 22, Ohta discloses a system for extending one or more capabilities 
of a portable digital device (1 1 ). 

However, the combination fails to disclose wherein a status report is generated of 
the operation of said resource, which is further processed by a said client device (14) 
for further execution. 
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Erekson further discloses in a Link Management Protocol (LMP) utilized to report 
information, as disclosed in column 7 lines 56-63. Said information is used by the said 
PCS (100) to execute a command, i.e. on/off, of the said remote device. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the combination of Ohta and Leon to include Erekson 
(U.S. Patent Number 6,622,018 B1) in order to provide a status report to generated and 
provided to a said client device (14). After an evaluation of the said report, action is 
further taken based on information provided by the said report. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RANDY PEACHES whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7914. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Appiah can be reached on (571) 272-7904. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Randy Peaches/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



/Charles N. Appiah/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



